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UNITED STATES. 

[Reports to the Supervising Surgeon-General United States Marine-Hospital Service.] 

Two cases of smallpox in Norfolk, Va. 

[Telegram.] 

Norfolk, Va., March 10, 1898. 
Case of varioloid in office yesterday — turned over to local health 
officer. Saw another to-day with health officer. Sead 200 points. 

Pettus. 
Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. 8. 

Report of investigation of smallpox at Patton and Jasper, Ala. 

(Through the medical officer in command. ) 

Birmingham, Ala., March 4, 1898. 

Sir : Eeferring to telegraphic orders of March 2 directing me to pro- 
ceed to Patton and Jasper and confer with the authorities in regard to 
smallpox at these places and report what measures are absolutely neces- 
sary, I have the honor to inform you that I visited both of the above- 
named towns, and respectfully submit the following report : 

Patton is a mining camp, with a population of some 500 or 600 people. 
During last August and September there were 9 cases of smallpox at 
this camp; no further cases appeared until early in February, since 
which time 9 cases have developed. These cases are now in the pest- 
house. The camp has been fairly well vaccinated, but disinfection has 
been very inefficiently performed. 

In a radius of two or three miles around Patton there are three other 
mines, one of which is infected. Corona, the infected mine, is the 
largest of the four camps. I called on the surgeon at this place, and he 
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informed me that there were about 1,000 men employed, and that these 
had 34 cases of smallpox since last September. At present there is only 
1 case in his pesthouse. The camp had been fairly well vaccinated and. 
infected houses and clothing disinfected. I instructed the surgeons at 
these camps in regard to vaccination and disinfection. At Jasper I 
was informed by Judge Shepherd and county health officer, Dr. A. 
M. Stovall, that the county was able to take charge of these camps — 
could furnish vaccine and employ help if necessary ; but stated that the 
people at the above-mentioned mining camps seemed anxious that the 
Marine- Hospital Service should take charge. 

Dr. Woodson, of the United States Army, who was on a visit to his 
father, the surgeon of the Patton mine, informed me that he had sug- 
gested to the authorities the advisability of calling on the Service. 

The health officer, Dr. Stovall, impressed me as a well-informed 
and energetic physician. He seemed anxious to learn our methods of 
dealing with smallpox, and said he would take charge of the mines 
near Patton at once ; and as he knew the owners of these mines, thought 
he would have no trouble in getting their cooperation and putting a 
stop to the spread of the disease. 

There were no cases of smallpox at Jasper, and the only other 
infected place in Walker County, besides the Patton and Corona camps, 
was Horse Creek Mine, where 3 cases had been reported. 

Prom the above facts, it seems that the Service was called on for 
assistance at the suggestion of Dr. Woodson, who was under the im- 
pression that the Service would be willing to take charge. I am con- 
vinced that there is no necessity for Government assistance and respect- 
fully recommend that no action be taken in regard to smallpox at the 
above-mentioned places. 

Respectfully, yours, B. W. Brown, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

Smallpox near Fair Oaks, Ark. 

Fair Oaks, Ark., March 1, 1898. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that in accordance with your tele- 
graphic orders of the 28th ultimo, I arrived at Fair Oaks on this date. 

Fair Oaks is about 60 miles from Memphis, at the junction of the 
Iron Mountain Bailroad and the St. Louis and Southwestern Railroad. 
It is a small settlement of perhaps 50 people, chiefly railroad people 
and employees and their families. 

As I stated in my telegram of this date, the cases are in one house, 1 
mile from this place, on the line of the St. Louis and Southwestern 
Bailroad, in the family of one C. S. Ledford, a small storekeeper for the 
camps in the vicinity (logging camps). 

This man's uncle returned from Mexico with a child of about six 
years of age on the 4th ultimo. The child was then sick, and the two 
spent the night in a boarding house in this place (eruption had not 
appeared). Next morning they went to the house of Ledford. On the 
7th the child was broken out, and the local physician, Dr. Bryant, 
pronounced the disease variola. The other persons residing in the 
house are Mrs. Ledford and 2 small children. Mr. Ledford now has a 
pronounced case of discrete variola, one of the children has had a mild 
varioloid, and the uncle referred to above has also had a case of vario- 
loid. All the cases have been mild. The wife, Mrs. Ledford, has not 
sickened thus far. She was successfully vaccinated in 1891 and revac- 



